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not as actual subjects, the other two principal cities on the south coast, Gela, and Camarina.
This treaty was the work of a man who, since the fall of Acragas, had made himself Tyrant of Syracuse. Dionysius, once a partisan of Hermocrates, had satisfied himself that only through the rule of one man could a Sicilian Power be organized; with the corollary that the necessary man was Dionysius himself. The fight with Carthage was therefore to be postponed to the establishment of his own personal supremacy; he was to be a Sicilian Caesar, 300 years before Csesar was heard of. He was to rule, not as a professed despot, but like Pisistratus or Augustus, through the forms of a democratic constitution; while for all practical purposes the nominal democracy had no option but to carry out his behests, sanctioned by the existence of a standing force entirely under his control.
Dionysius effected his purpose first in the role of a democrat, denouncing the generals who were responsible for the desertion of Acragas, then by procuring for himself the office of sole general with special power to deal with the existing emergency, and finally by getting a bodyguard voted him. Having achieved the position of a military dictator he made a peace with Carthage, under the terms of which the Carthaginians undertook to guarantee his personal supremacy. Within Syracuse itself he fortified the island of Ortygia and the inner harbor, garrisoning his citadel with his own bodyguard. Having thus secured the conditions without which the exercise of arbitrary power would have been impossible, the maintenance of that power depended upon his own skill. He was successful because he used his power for the advancement of the state, never wantonly for the capricious indulgence of his own passions. He was merciless when he judged terrorism to be politic, but never from vindictive-ness. He was at once a constructive statesman and a scientific military organizer who had no equal before Philip of Macedon. The time had arrived when the city-state system had proved itself inefficient for the establishment of organized empires; during the next fifty years the demonstration of the fact was only to be made more complete in Eastern Hellas. But during those fifty years a political prophet might reasonably have anticipated that the coming Empire would be the creation of Syracuse under the despotism set up by IMonysius.
Attempts to overthrow the Tyrant were defeated; all Eastern Sicily was brought under his dominion, and when he felt himself impregnably established he turned to the work of destroying the Carthaginian Power, to which policy had at first compelled him to adopt a friendly attitude, which was only a temporary mask. In 398 he opened the attack. The Greek subjects of Carthage hailed him as a deliverer. He fell upon the Phoenician port of Motye and reduced it